
Presenter: Brian Shaw   

Seminar: Walls and Gates 

Growing in the Faith  

February 12th-15th, 2016 

UCG EVENTS 
YOUNG ADULTS 

IRONWOOD SPRINGS 

“We shape our buildings 
and afterwards, our 
buildings shape us.” 
Winston Churchill 



Walls & Gates 
“Something there is that doesn't love a 
wall . . . , 
, “. . . , Good fences make good 
neighbours.“ 

Mending Wall by Robert Frost 
 Is this a structural engineering 

instruction for fortifying ramparts? 
 Or is this a composition about people, 

thinking, minds, hearts? 



Do We Need Walls? 

Open minds can also 
leave us exposed 
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What do walls do? 

 Prevent entry 
 What should we keep out? 

 Define limits 
 What should we keep in? 

 What makes a good wall?  
 We must first understand what we 

should keep out and in. 



What poor Spiritual Walls let in 

 The gap in Ezekiel 22:23-31 
 What is holy and what is not? 

 What is clean and what is not? 

 Do we hide our eyes to God’s Sabbaths? 

 How do priests profane, princes destroy, 
and prophets lie? 

 How do the people oppress, rob, mistreat 
the poor, needy, & stranger? 

 How do we stand in this gap? 



What poor spiritual walls let out 

 Prov 25:28 Whoever has no rule over his own 
spirit Is like a city broken down, without walls. 

 Prov 13:16  Every prudent man acts with 
knowledge, But a fool lays open his folly. 

 Prov 14:16  A wise man fears and departs from 
evil, But a fool rages and is self-confident. 

 Those who can’t control their emotions 
strive to control other’s behavior. 

The heart must provide boundaries 



Enemies of Faith 
 What prevents us from believing 

and acting on God’s word? 
 Fear: Overwhelming concern for self 

 Doubt: Double-mindedness 

 Human Reasoning: Scientific 
method applied in spiritual matters 

 Anxious Care: Worry, angst, fretting 

 Counterparts will wall them off 



Agents of Faith 
 What enables us to believe and act 

on God’s word? 
 Love: 1John 4:18 

 Devotion: 1Peter 3:15, Jeremiah 29:13 

 Revelation: Prov 3:1-6, Matthew 4:4 

 Trust: Psalm 18:1-3 

 Principles that comprise the bricks 
and mortar of our spiritual walls 



Should we have gates? 

What we build to protect 
can also imprison us 



What do Gates do? 

 Permit access 
 What do we allow in? 

 Regulate egress 
 What do we allow out? 

 What makes a good Gate?  
 We must first understand what we 

should let in and out. 

 



What Enters Our Gates? 
 How do we identify enemies of faith? 
 Revelation 22:14,15 

 How do we prevent their entry? 
 Psalm 119:97-104 

 Once inside, how do we put them out? 
 1Corinthians 6:1-6 

 How do we keep them out? 
 Proverbs 2:1-15 



Who Enters Our Gates? 
 Who do we keep company with? 
 1Cor 15:33,34   /   2Cor 6:14-18 

 Who do we become intimate with? 
 Deut 7:1-5   /   Mal 2:11,12 

 Who do we partner with? 
 Proverbs 22:24-29 

 What actions do we tolerate? 
 Rom 16:17-20   /   2Thess 3:14,15 



What Exits Our Gates? 
 Are our lives a praise to God? 
 Psalm 118:19 

 How self-aware are we? 
 1Thess 5:22, 1Corinthians 11:28 

 How do others perceive us? 
 1Peter 3:8-16 

 What do our words say about us? 
 James 3:1-18 



Who Exits Our Gates? 

 Matthew 15:18-20  What 
comes from us defiles us. 

 Matthew 12:33-37 

 Ephesians 4:29  

 Colossians 4:5,6 

 Proverbs 15:7 

 



How our gates expose us 
 Matthew 7:6  Do not give what is holy to 

the dogs; nor cast your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them under their 
feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. 

 Proverbs 9:7  "He who corrects a scoffer 
gets shame for himself, And he who 
rebukes a wicked man only harms himself. 

 Proverbs 23:9 Do not speak in the hearing 
of a fool, For he will despise the wisdom of 
your words. 



God’s Word on Walls & Gates 

 Isaiah 26:1-4 

 Numbers 27:21 

 Deuteronomy 28:6,19 

 2Chronicles 1:10 

 Ps 18:1,2 



Filters of Faith 
Philippians 4:8 “..,  
 whatever things are true,  
 whatever things are noble,  
 whatever things are just,  
 whatever things are pure,  
 whatever things are lovely,  
 whatever things are of good report,  
 if there is any virtue 
 and if there is anything praiseworthy 
   - meditate on these things.” 



Let Your Creator Create 
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Heaven is My 

throne, And earth is My footstool. Where 
is the house that you will build Me? And 

where is the place of My rest? For all 
those things My hand has made, And all 
those things exist,’ Says the LORD. ‘But 
on this one will I look: On him who is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, And who 

trembles at My word.’” 
Isaiah 66:1,2 
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The Walls & Gates of Faith 
 Our walls are godly principles. 

 Our gates are godly wisdom. 

 God lives in those who live like Him. 
 

“Unless the LORD builds the house, 
They labor in vain who build it; Unless 

the LORD guards the city, The 
watchman stays awake in vain.” 

Psalm 127:1 


